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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 and 19-22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Claim Status: claims 11-18 are canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 and 2are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Durden et al (US 204/0,261,099 A1). 

In regards to claim 1, Durden et al teach an apparatus to process an 
audio/video program, comprising: a preferences module configured to coordinate 
specification of a first presentation setting with a first portion of said audio/video 
program; and a presentation module coupled to said preferences module, said 
presentation module being configured to, during subsequent playback of said 
audio/video program, selectively apply said first presentation setting to said first portion 
of said audio/video program, and selectively apply said second presentation setting to 
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said second portion of said audio/video program (e.g. paragraph [0073]-[0076], [0084], 
table III and figures 2-4, teach a user's presentation profile 35 is associated with the 
user's display device in the CE to play or block different portions of video since different 
portion of video has been formulated into different rating, also see paragraph [0112]). 

In regards to claim 2, Durden et al teach preferences module is configured to 
coordinate said specification of said first presentation setting with said first portion of 
said audio/video program based on a time stamp associated with said first portion of 
said audio/video program, and said preferences module is configured to coordinate said 
specification of said second presentation setting with second portion of audio/video 
program based on a time stamp associated with said second portion of said audio/video 
program (e.g. paragraph [0072] and figure 4, different portions of video are timestamp 
and have different rating). 

5. Claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 19, 20, 22, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Weaver (US 6,694,087 B1). 

In regards to claim 1, Weaver teaches an apparatus to process an audio/video 
program (e.g. figure 1), comprising: a preferences module configured to coordinate 
specification of a first presentation setting with a first portion of said audio/video 
program (e.g. column 5, lines 39-64, audio attributes which includes volume and pan 
value are specified on a frame by frame basis, audio attributes corresponds to the 
setting); and a presentation module coupled to said preferences module, said 
presentation module being configured to, during subsequent playback of said 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,710 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

audio/video program, selectively apply said first presentation setting to said first portion 
of said audio/video program, and selectively apply said second presentation setting to 
said second portion of said audio/video program (e.g. column 5, lines 51-64, during 
playback of the frame volume and pan values are computed for each frame, wherein 
"frames" corresponds to "portions" of the audio/video); 

For claim 19, Weaver teaches a method of processing an audio/video program, 
comprising: coordinating a first user-specified presentation setting with a first portion of 
said audio/video program (e.g. column 5, lines 39-64); coordinating a second user- 
specified presentation setting with a second portion of said audio/video program (e.g. 
column 5, lines 39-64); determining an intermediate presentation setting based on said 
first user-specified presentation setting and said second user-specified presentation 
setting (e.g. linear interpolation of volume and pan values for the boundaries of 
neighbouring frames). Coordinating said intermediate presentation setting with an 
intermediate portion of said audio/video program, said intermediate portion of said 
audio/video program being positioned between said first portion of said audio/video 
program and said second portion of said audio/video program ( the neighbouring frame 
boundaries corresponds to the intermediate portion); and coordinating playback of said 
audio/video program based on said first user-specified presentation setting, said 
intermediate presentation setting, and said second user-specified presentation setting 
(e.g. column 5, lines 39-64). 

For claim 22, Weaver teach coordinating playback of said audio/video program 
includes sequentially applying said first user specified presentation setting, said 
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intermediate presentation setting, and said second user-specified presentation setting to 
respective portions of said audio/video program (e.g. column 5, lines 39-64, real time 
playback). 

Claims 8, 9 and 23 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 19 

above. 

For claim 20, Weaver teaches first user-specified presentation setting and said 
second user-specified presentation setting correspond to different audio setting (e.g. 
column 5, lines 39-64, volume and Pan). 

For claim 3, Weaver teaches at least one of said first presentation setting and 
said second presentation setting corresponds to one of an audio setting and a display 
setting (e.g. column 5, lines 39-64, volume and Pan). 

For claim 4, Weaver teaches audio setting corresponds to one of an audio 
channel setting, an audio filed setting, an audio format setting, a dynamic range setting, 
a language setting, a pitch setting, a playback speed setting, a tone setting, and a 
volume setting (e.g. column 5, lines 39-64, volume and Pan). 

For claim 10, Weaver teaches presentation module is configured to apply a 
predetermined presentation setting to a remaining portion of said audio/video program 
during subsequent playback of said audio/video program (portion between frame 
boundaries). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. .The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Weaver (US 6,694,087 B1) as applied to claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 9,10, 19, 20, 22, 23 
above, and further in view of Sturgeon et al (US 6,064,385). 

See the teaching of Weaver above. 

For claim 5, Weaver fails to teach display setting corresponds to one or a 
brightness setting, a black and white setting, a contrast setting, a color setting, a fast 
motion setting, a flicker setting, a gamma setting, a hue setting, a letterbox setting, a 
non-square zoom setting, a pan and scan setting, a pillar-box setting, a pixel blurring 
setting, a pixel sharpening setting, a red-eye setting, a slow motion setting and a zoom 
setting. Sturgeon et al teach display setting corresponds to one or a brightness setting, 
a black and white setting, a contrast setting, a color setting, a fast motion setting, a 
flicker setting, a gamma setting, a hue setting, a letterbox setting, a non-square zoom 
setting, a pan and scan setting, a pillar-box setting, a pixel blurring setting, a pixel 
sharpening setting, a red-eye setting, a slow motion setting and a zoom setting (e.g. 
figure 5B, column 8, lines 51-65). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated the teaching of Sturgeon et 
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al into the teaching of Weaver to allow the user effectively preview the setting in a 
display box (Sturgeon et al, column 8, lines 51-65). 

For claim 6, Sturgeon et al teach preferences module is configured to coordinate 
storage of said second presentation setting for said second portion of said audio/video 
program (e.g. column 4, lines 20-30, and abstract, persistent medium). 

For claim 7, Sturgeon et al teach a memory coupled to said preferences 
modules and said presentation module, aid memory being configured to stored said first 
presentation setting (e.g. column 4, lines 20-30, and abstract, persistent medium). 

8. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weaver 
(US 6,694,087 B1) as applied to claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 9,10, 19, 20, 22 above, and further in 
view of Karlsson (US 5,125,043). 

For claim 21, Weaver fails to teach different display setting. Karlsson teach 
different display setting in column 12, lines 5-10. It would have been obvious to one 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to incorporate the teaching 
of Karlsson into the teaching of Weaver to improve the display quality of the video 
frames. 

9. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weaver 
(US 6,694,087 B1) as applied to claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 9,10, 19, 20, 22 above, and further in 
view of Durden et al (US 2004/ 0,261 ,099 A1 ). 

For claim 2, Weaver fails to teach a time stamp. Durden et al teach a time stamp 
(paragraph [0072]). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Durden et al into the 
teaching of Weaver for user to easily modify the video. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEG § 706.07 (a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136 (a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing data of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing data of this action and the advisory action is not mailed 
until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period. Then the ■ 
shortened statutory period will expire on the data the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing data of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the data of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daquan Zhao whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1119. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Fri. 7:30 -5, alt Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai Q, can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automate^ infg^priation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADAlpr i71-27Wfl^^" % 

Daquan Zhao 




Tran Thai C 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 



